It only LOOKS like a shoulder!   

Many "shoulders" will not support a vehicle.     Stay on the traveled roadway!
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- Know where your passenger-side tires are: adjust your mirrors to see your right rear tires.

- Expect oncoming traffic around every blind corner.

- Be able to stop in half your sight distance.

- Know how fast you are traveling and how long it will take to stop:

- 35 MPH means your are traveling at 51 feet (the length of 2 vehicles) per second. 


- Reaction time is 3/4 of a second or about 38 feet at 35 MPH


- Reaction time is the time it takes to realize you must stop and move your foot to the brake



- This reaction time assumes you are attentive and ready for a surprise

- Braking distance (once you hit the brakes) at 35 MPH is about 65 feet, for a stopping distance of over 100 feet: 



- That's for a passenger vehicle on good pavement.

- Maybe double that for dirt, mud, or gravel? 

- And, add more distance for a truck with a load.

- Speed limits are not "Must Go" speeds.

- Not all sections of road allow two vehicles to pass.

- Look ahead to anticipate where you will meet traffic.

- Yield to all larger vehicles. 

- Yielding means: 
- slow down, 




- put flashers on, 




- look for where you will stop




- then, pull over, but only as far as there is a "traveled roadway"

- If another vehicle yields the Right-of-Way to you, accept it only if it is safe for you to do so.

- There are hazards associated with taking evasive actions.


- Expect surprises and play out "what if?" scenarios in your mind 


- Use brakes carefully, you lose steering control when your tires skid or lose traction


- An evasive action can cause you to leave the traveled roadway

- The hard choice to hit something may be the best option


- "A ground squirrel causes only a momentary loss of traction."

- If you hit a "soft shoulder", you must stop before your rear tires reach where the front tires got in trouble. 

- Drive with your headlights on for higher visibility.

- Clear clutter in the cab and on the seat which might cause distractions while driving.

- And put down the phone and DRIVE !
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