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Digest: 
This interim directive reissues with changes, the direction issued in interim directive (ID) 
5120-2007-1.
5120.2 - Adds an objective to reference the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards for red lights and sirens as a guide to Forest Service policy and implementation procedures for Emergency Vehicle Operations.

5120.3 - Adds policy that regions must be compliant with this policy within 3 years of issuance of this interim directive.
5120.43 - Adds regional forester responsibility to assure emergency vehicle operator training is compliant with Forest Service Manual direction.  Requires evaluation of emergency vehicle operator programs every 5 years.
 Digest--Continued:
5120.45 - Adds forest supervisor responsibility to determine if all, or any, wildland fire vehicles will be equipped with red lights and sirens or amber emergency lights; where no region-wide program and standard for the use of red lights and sirens exists, develop a forest level program to ensure that use of red lights and sirens and amber emergency lights is compliant with this policy.
5120.46 - Adds district ranger responsibility to recommend to the forest fire program manager candidates for certification as emergency vehicle operators.
5120.5 - Adds definitions for emergency vehicle operator, red lights and sirens, and amber lighting.
5120.6 - Adds National Fire Protection Association documents as references.
5126.2 - Replaces previous language providing direction on the annual refresher training.
Removes the minimum 8 hour training requirement for the annual safety refresher.

Places direction for the content of the annual refresher into FSH 5109.17, chapter 30.
Removes the requirement that the incident qualification card may not be issued until the annual refresher is completed.  The Incident Qualifications and Certification System (IQCS) does not allow generation of the qualification card until the refresher training is completed for positions requiring the training.
5126.5 - Adds training, qualifications, and certification standards for emergency vehicle operators who utilize red lights and sirens on public roads.
5126.7 - Adds code and caption for "Certification and Record Keeping" policy formerly in section 5126.5 and removes the IQCS master record file as providing a standard for record keeping.

5127 - Adds policy on red lights and sirens and amber lights installation.
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5120.2 - Objective

To provide for the safe and effective use of red lights and sirens and amber emergency lights by referencing the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards contained in NFPA 1451 and NFPA 1002 as guidance for program management, training and certification of wildland fire emergency vehicle operators.
5120.3 - Policy

3.  Regions must be in full compliance with this direction within 3 years of the effective date.
4.  The use of red lights and sirens and the training and certification of emergency vehicle operators shall be guided by NFPA 1451 and NFPA 1002 standards for wildland fire to the extent reasonable and applicable to Forest Service operations.

5.  The use of red lights or sirens is restricted to the need to clear right-of-way, block or divert traffic, bypass road construction1, traffic flow restrictions or whenever the risks associated with the use of emergency lights and sirens are off set by the benefits to public or firefighter safety.

 State and local laws and policies must be considered in developing policies on the use of emergency lighting near road construction activities.  In many locations the use of emergency lighting within road construction zones is prohibited unless authorized and under the control of the authority controlling the traffic flow in the construction area.

5120.43 - Regional Foresters

Regional foresters are responsible to:

7.  Ensure regional and forest Emergency Vehicle Operator training is compliant with this direction.
8.  Evaluate the safety and effectiveness of emergency vehicle operator programs at least every 5 years.
5120.45 - Forest Supervisors
Forest supervisors are responsible to:

25.  Determine which wildland fire vehicles will be equipped with red lights and sirens or amber emergency lights and document this decision in the Forest Fire Management Plan.  If no vehicles are to be equipped with red lights and sirens, the forest supervisor shall notify the regional forester that they have chosen not to participate in an emergency vehicle operators program.  All portions of this direction which apply to red lights and sirens or emergency vehicle operators are not applicable to forests that do not participate in an emergency vehicle operators program.
26.  Describe in the Forest Fire Management Plan, or other appropriate documentation approved by the forest supervisor, a risk management plan for emergency vehicle operations that identifies:
a.  Potential hazards of operations on the unit.

b.  A risk evaluation of these hazards.

c.  Risk control techniques for these hazards if needed.

d.  A program or a process for reporting close calls, near-misses, or failure of risk control measures.

27.  Ensure that installation and performance of red lights, sirens and reflective materials are compliant with NFPA 1906 standards.
28.  Issue an OF-346 card with an endorsement stating “Red Lights and Siren” to certified emergency vehicle operators.  Limit the endorsement to the class of vehicle for which the operator has been trained and tested for red light and siren use.
5120.46 - District Rangers

District rangers are responsible to:
4.  Recommend to the forest fire program manager candidates for certification as emergency vehicle operators.  On units where the fire program is centralized and does not report to a district ranger, the district fire management officer shall be responsible to recommend to the forest fire program manager candidates for certification as emergency vehicle operators.
5120.5 - Definitions

The following definitions are used by all wildland fire management agencies in the Department of Agriculture and Interior.  They can also be found in the "Glossary of Wildland Fire Terminology" located at:  http://www.nwcg.gov/pms/pubs/glossary/index.htm
Emergency Vehicle Operator.  A Forest Service wildland firefighter trained authorized and certified to operate emergency lights and sirens while driving on public roads.

Red Lights and Sirens.  NFPA 1906 compliant red or red and white high intensity flashing optical warning devices (lights).  This lighting is commonly found on ambulance and fire emergency vehicles.  Vehicles equipped with red lights and red and white emergency lighting must also be equipped with NFPA 1906 compliant audio warning devices (sirens) and reflective materials.  Vehicles equipped with red lights and sirens must be equipped and configured with lights, sirens and reflective marking to the standard of “Clearing Right-of-Way” as described by NFPA 1906.
Amber Lighting.  NFPA 1906 compliant amber (or Yellow) colored high intensity flashing lights.  This lighting is commonly found on highway service vehicles such as tow trucks and road maintenance vehicles.  Vehicles equipped with amber lighting must be equipped and configured with lighting and reflective marking to the standard of “Blocking Right-of-Way” as described by NFPA 1906.
5120.6 - References
6.  National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).  NFPA 1451 Standard for a Fire Service Vehicle Operations Training Program, 2002 edition.  National Fire Protection Association: Quincy MA.  (Available on line: www.NFPA.org)

7.  National Fire Protection Association.  NFPA 1002 Standard for Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Professional Standard, 2003 edition.  National Fire Protection Association: Quincy MA.  (Available on line: www.NFPA.org)

8.  National Fire Protection Association.  NFPA 1901 Standard for Wildland Fire Apparatus.  National Fire Protection Association: Quincy MA. (Available on line: www.NFPA.org)

5126.2 - Annual Fireline Refresher Training

1.  All personnel who may receive a wildland, fire use, or prescribed fire assignment shall complete an annual fireline safety refresher, when functioning in positions where such training is listed as required in FSH 5109.17, chapter 20 (5135.04b and 5109.17, ch. 30).
2.  The local unit shall determine the specific content of the annual fireline refresher training being delivered each year.  Direction for content of the refresher may be found in 5109.17, chapter 30.
5126.5 - Training, Certification for Emergency Vehicle Operators
1.  Screening of Emergency Vehicle Operators.  Forests or regions must document a risk management plan for the selection, screening and supervision of emergency vehicle operators.
a.  The risk management plan must include screening of potential operators based on years of driving experience, a history of license suspensions or traffic violations, and other risk factors.
b.  Forests must maintain a driver’s qualification file for each certified emergency vehicle operator (this file may be a sub-section within the individual’s incident qualifications master record file (FSH 5109.17, sec. 22.3).
c.  Forests must, where possible, subscribe to a Pull Notice program with their state’s department of motor vehicles.  This subscription provides an automatic notification to the forest of driving infractions incurred by subscribed employees.
d.  Forests that do not or cannot subscribe to a Pull Notice program must annually require each emergency operator to submit a DMV printout listing all non-contested or convicted traffic violations received within the previous year.  Keep this statement in the employee’s driver’s qualification file and reviewed prior to the issuance of the incident qualification card.
2.  Training.  Candidates for emergency vehicle operator certification shall pass an initial Emergency Vehicle Operator training program.  Emergency vehicle operators shall pass a recertification training at least every three years to maintain their certification.
a.  Emergency vehicle operator initial training programs shall be guided by the standards described in NFPA 1451 and NFPA 1002 as applicable to Forest Service wildland fire operations.
b.  Emergency vehicle operator initial and recertification training programs must include a proficiency test that demonstrates the operator can competently perform all the requisite skills contained in NFPA 1002 chapter 4.  The initial and the recertification proficiency testing must be in the same class of vehicle for which the employee will be certified to operate.
c.  Candidates may obtain the initial and the recertification training at a regional engine academy, a municipal fire department, an EMS training institute or other similar facility meeting the above standards.  Recertification training may also be accomplished by completing “ride-alongs” with another employee knowledgeable and skilled in emergency vehicle operations.  Recertification and recertification proficiency training must occur not less than every 3 years.
3.  Physical Fitness Standard.  The current fitness requirements for firefighters and state issued driving licenses constitute the standards for emergency vehicle operators.
4.  Certification.  The certifying official shall review the prospective emergency vehicle operator’s history of motor vehicle violations prior to initial certification.  At a minimum, forests must not certify emergency vehicle operators if any of the following apply:

a.  Three or more moving violations in the past 3 years.
b.  Three or more preventable accidents in the past 3 years.
c.  One or more convictions for driving under the influence of a controlled substance or alcohol in the past 3 years.

d.  Less than 3 years of driving experience.
e.  Less than 21 years of age.

The home unit fire program manager shall certify wildland fire emergency vehicle operators with the concurrence of the unit’s licensing examiner.
5.  Qualifications Card.  The endorsement, “Emergency Vehicle Operator” must appear on the individual’s OF 346 and must be restricted for the weight class of vehicle authorized.
For example, an individual’s OF-346 could state: “Emergency Vehicle Operator - Pick-up Trucks and SUVs under 10,000 GVW” or, “Emergency Vehicle Operator - Type 3 and Type 4, Wildland Fire Engines”, and so forth.
This endorsement on the signed OF-346 is proof of the employee’s Emergency Vehicle Operator certification.
6.  Post Accident Drug and Alcohol Testing Requirement.  Drug and Alcohol testing guidance for the Forest Service is contained in Executive Order 12564, the USDA’s Plan for a Drug Free Workplace and the NFFE/FS Master Agreement and the negotiated Memorandum’s of Understanding relating to Commercial Drivers License/Driving.  Operators found to be illegally under the influence of alcohol or drugs shall have their emergency vehicle operator’s certification revoked.
5126.7 - Certification and Record Keeping

1.  Units must use the Incident Qualifications and Certification System (IQCS) as the Forest Service's fire qualifications and certification automated record keeping system.
Standards for qualifications and certification record keeping requirements are listed in FSH 5109.17, chapter 20.
2.  Managers at the local, regional and National levels should access detailed qualification, experience, and training information needed to certify employees in wildland and prescribed fire positions from the Incident Qualification and Certification System.
3.  Although the IQCS assists managers in certification decisions, it must not replace the fire program manager's responsibility to annually validate that employees meet all requirements for position certification.  Once certified, an Incident Command System Qualification Card (NWCG, NFES 1528, PMS 310-3) must be issued to each employee, annually.
5127 - EMERGENCY LIGHTS AND SIRENS
Vehicles equipped with red lights and sirens or amber lights must also be equipped with personal protective equipment to mitigate foreseeable traffic hazards including, at a minimum, reflective vests.  Refer to 6.4.7 of NFPA 1500 for consideration of additional protective equipment.

5127.1 - Red Lights and Sirens 

1.  Use of Red Lights and Sirens On Public Roads.  Only certified emergency vehicle operators may use red lights and/or sirens while driving on public roads except for authorized training exercises.  Red lights and sirens may be used while stationary by uncertified operators to facilitate operational or safety objectives.
2.  Installation and Performance.  Emergency lighting and siren equipment must be compliant with NFPA 1906 standards for clearing right-of-way.  These vehicles must also meet NFPA 1906 standards for reflective striping.
3.  National Standardization of Wildland Fire Emergency Vehicles.  Red lights and sirens may not be purchased for, or installed on, vehicles unless identified in the Fire Management Plan for this purpose.  Red emergency lighting must be removed from all wildland fire vehicles on forests that do not intend to participate in a program of certifying Emergency Vehicle Operators.
5127.2 - Amber Lights 

1.  Use.  The use of amber lighting is for hazard warning purposes, blocking traffic and must not to be used to bypass traffic regulations or clear a right-of-way.
2.  Installation and Performance.  Amber lighting equipment must be compliant with NFPA 1906 standards for blocking right-of-way.  These vehicles must also meet NFPA 1906 standards for reflective striping.
3.  Safety Training.  Firefighters who operate vehicles with amber lighting will be trained in the proper use of this equipment with specific and detailed training on the safe use and placement of their apparatus at incidents to enhance public safety and to provide for the protection of emergency personnel.  Amber lighting training may be conducted by certified skilled emergency vehicle operators or obtained through a municipal fire department, an EMS training institute or cooperating agency as appropriate.
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