The Klamath National Forest Service Honors One of its Finest

Nancy Rebecca Hood


Nancy has been working for the Forest Service for fifty years on the Klamath National Forest, as a Fire Detection Lookout.  She is a woman who has seen and experienced nearly every facet of change the Forest Service has gone through in 50 years and excelled through it all.

Nancy began her career in the Forest Service 1959.  Her family lived locally in Siskiyou County for many years and spent earlier years in Sacramento, Ca.  She was a Mechanical Engineering student at Sacramento City College when she first acquired a job as a Lookout with the Klamath National Forest.  She was searching for the kind of career she could see herself doing for all her life.  After spending a summer out in the steep and rugged paradise, we call the Klamath...it was a kind of love that she couldn't separate herself from.  She faced skepticism from family and friends alike...and in the past has been called a "spinster."  In all her years, not one person could sway her away from the rogue life she chose.  In becoming a Fire Detection Lookout, Nancy knew that she had found her life passion and wasn't willing to let it go. 

Through the years, Nancy has been recognized and given awards for her dedication and willingness to go beyond the regular call of duty.  In one document, in her files, she was honored as Employee of the Month, Dec. 13, 1971, Quote:

"On the night of the Red Fir Fire, she recognized the threat from high winds in the burning slash piles and called the crews out.  She continued to observe and when it appeared that the fire was indeed escaped she again called the crews out.  All that night and the following days and nights she was faithful in observing and relaying information.  Her alertness and accuracy were a big help in catching the fire and controlling it quickly." 

To me this was a monumental moment in the Klamath National Forest fire history.  There it was, the early nineteen seventies...a time before mandatory fire training, Incident Response Pocket Guides, advanced fire behavior & weather analysis.  Nancy Rebecca Hood studied the curves of the landscape, listened and watched as wind, clouds and weather altered fire behavior and, ultimately, helped protect her family of firefighters.  She did this all ahead of "the times," her knowledge and ideas were progressive.  We can learn from all her years and begin to preserve her fire knowledge, history and experiences for the future.

In the early years of her career, being a Lookout went beyond staffing the tower.  Nancy held responsibilities including patrol, issuing campfire permits, educating public on fire prevention and assisting crews in the field as needed.  Through the years she has been a pivotal part of our Lookout Training program, contributing to Regional Lookout Workshops and local interagency training.  She has also volunteered thousands of hours of her personal time to the greater good of the Forest Service.  Nancy is currently serving on Region 5's oldest Lookout, Lake Mountain.  It was originally constructed 1911-1912, recently was named Historic.  Nancy has been working up a history of lookouts in and around the Klamath National Forest.  This is a project that serves as a great historical contribution to our Forest and Agency.  It also has taken many hours of her personal time to research and preserve a historic, cultural and photographic history.  She has also donated much of her Annual leave that she has accrued in the past half century of service, to fellow Forest Service employees with ill health and those in need.  To me this speaks great measures of the character of this woman.  She is destined to become one of the greatly honored Women in Forest Service History, much to the likes of Miss Hallie Dagget (who also served in the Forest Service on the Klamath National Forest).

Nancy will celebrate her 50th season of working with the Forest Service and turn 70 years of age this summer.  This is quite an accomplishment and a great contribution to our Agency.  If ever there were an ideal Forest Service employee, I would have to say it is, Nancy Rebecca Hood.  Considering the progressive contributions she made during nearly 50 years of Service, she should be honored for all the time she has dedicated to our Agency and Fire Prevention and Suppression Programs. 

Contact:

Jaime Tarne, Forest Prevention Officer

Office: 530 841-4443 or Cell: 530 598-4131 

jtarne@fs.fed.us
RSVP to Nancy's July 23rd Party

Jackie Hurlimann at (530) 468-1277 or jhurlimann@fs.fed.us


