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We have carefully considered the fine and thoughtful work produced by the Lights and Siren Committee chartered earlier this year to provide Regional recommendations on the use of lights and sirens.
As we shared with you recently at the RLT meeting, we do not believe our personnel, within the scope of our mission, require a need to have red lights and siren capabilities when responding to incidents.  Therefore, we will not authorize training or use of existing equipment for this purpose on any of the Forests within the Region.  If any units have authorized this use, I ask that you cease this use as soon as possible.  We do concur wholeheartedly with the committee for the need for amber lighting or other approved industry standard lighting to maintain the highest level of equipment visibility for our personnel. 

Since seventy-five percent of our fire fleet has been equipped with a full lighting and siren package and nearly all of our replacement fleet is on order, we agree with the committee to finish up the current fire fleet replacement program with the current lighting packages and accessories to ensure consistent fleet equipment packages within the Region.  However, when this current fleet is up for replacement, we will need to begin equipping our vehicles with the appropriate lighting packages only to meet the needs of maintaining the highest level of visibility for our personnel, and no longer include red lights or siren equipment for those unauthorized uses. 
Training for the use of this approved equipment will be incorporated into such regional venues as the annual Regional Engine Academy.  You are also encouraged to provide this training locally on your Forests consistent with state licensing requirements for use of this equipment.  The Region will assist if necessary in developing standard training.
A Regional supplement will be published this winter after your review outlining Regional policy for fire fleet equipment issues, and will incorporate my direction above.  It will also include other committee recommendations, such as appropriate vehicles for lighting packages.  We agree that direction is needed on this topic to ensure fleet consistency and sound fiscal expenditures.  

We will also strongly consider your recommendations on designators and standardization in our regional supplement.  We agree with the committee that we need to develop fleet management systems that encourage pooling and reducing our environmental footprint wherever we can.  

As we stated earlier, we expect to have a Regional supplement that you will have an opportunity to review well ahead of the 2010 fire season.  We will also pass this direction on to the engine academy cadre so they can include this information in their curriculum. 

We sincerely thank the committee for their efforts in providing these recommendations.  This provided the needed foundational guidance to develop a Regional policy.    
	

	/s/ Don  DeLorenzo (for)

	CORBIN L. NEWMAN, JR.

	Regional Forester
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