Subject: RE: USFS Air Tanker Base

Date: Fri, 20 Apr 2007 12:50:53 -0700

From: "Ramsdell, Karen" <KRamsdell@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>

To: "Wes Shook" 
Cc: "Johns, Hazel" <HJohns@SantaBarbaraCA.gov>

Dear Wes,

Thank you for your inquiry regarding the relocation of the USFS from

Santa Barbara Airport to Santa Maria Airport. The Airport did not "kick

out" the Forest Service nor did we deny any new leases.

On February 19, 2006 I received an email request from Brad Joos to meet

to discuss the future operations of the air tanker base - facilities and

lease payments.

The meeting was held on April 11, 2006 at the Air Attack Base conference

room. Mr.. Joos introduced Aaron Gelobter who started the meeting by

asking the Airport to provide new space for the Forest Service at the

Airport's expense because the existing butler building was in poor

condition and the current ramp space did not meet the U.S.F.S. current

requirements. Airport staff went into the meeting thinking we were

there to begin negotiations for a new lease and to discuss the Regional

Water Quality Control Board's Notice of Violation the Airport received

for the Forest Service's discharge of retardant into the storm drain

system.

At that meeting we explained that the Airport does not control any ramp

space since all other ramp space on the Airport was under lease to

others until 2013. We recalled the most recent negotiations with the

U.S.F.S. and the concept of a new facility to be located on the parcel

south of Ampersand and north of Taxiway H. We indicated that the new

bridge that was recently constructed was placed in that location to

allow access to the airfield for future development. We said that the

Airport would continue to work with the Forest Service to develop ramps

and taxiway access, but did not have the funding to build a new

facility for the Forest Service.

We were told at that time that the U.S.F.S. would be evaluating their

options and would get back to us. When the Forest Service requested a

six-month lease extension so Forest Service staff could conduct an

internal review, of course, we agreed. We would have agreed to a

longer term if it had been requested.

On May 11, 2006, Judy Reddin forwarded a Supplemental Lease extending

the term from September 30, 2006 to March 31, 2007. Airport Commission

recommended approval and the document was executed.

We did not receive any communication from the Forest Service regarding

its plans for the Air Tanker Base for the next 8 months.

On January 30, 2007, I received a call from the S. B. News Press in

response to a press release they had received. The reporter was

requesting our comments on the Forest Service's relocation to Santa

Maria. Hazel Johns called Forest Service PIO Kathy Good who stated the

reason for the move were the costs in Santa Barbara and a savings of

$30,000 a year.

Ms. Johns called Mr. Joos and Mr. Nunez requesting a meeting and an

explanation. We were told our rates were too high and Santa Maria was a

better location for their operation. Mr. Nunez and Mr. Joos had made a

decision, entered into a new lease in Santa Maria, and did not ask to

continue any operation in Santa Barbara. I understand that the lease

with Central Coast Jet Center at the Santa Maria Airport was executed on

January 24, 2007 to be effective March 1, 2007.

As to the rates, the Air Tanker Base paid land rental of $0.01 per

square foot per month for the ramp, parking, retardant area, and land

for the Butler Building of $827/month, and landing fees at one-half the

commercial airline rate or a fee of $80-$100 per landing. The

administrative offices and fire truck storage and in Building 315 was

also included in the lease at a monthly rental of $6,739.

We have executed another lease extension, at the Forest Service's

request, to allow time for the Air Tanker base to be demolished and the

retardant tanks to be removed.

The City has always viewed the Forest Service Air Tanker Base as a

benefit to the community, and over the years, Airport staff has worked

with the Forest Service to meet their needs. We were surprised by the

Forest Service's public announcement of the relocation to Santa Maria

before notifying Santa Barbara Airport staff and without any further

discussion after the May 11, 2006 supplemental lease approval.

Sincerely,

Karen Ramsdell

Airport Director

______________________________

From: Wes Shook 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 3:14 PM

To: Ramsdell, Karen; Johns, Hazel

Cc: wshook@charter.net

Subject: USFS Airtanker Base

Ms. Ramsdell & Ms. Johns: The USFS has indicated that the move of the

Santa Barbara Air Tanker Base is based on the issue of the Airport not

wanting to renew the lease. In fact in discussions I have had with

Forest Service Personnel they have indicated that the Airport kicked the

USFS out. Although as a former SBA Airtanker Base Manager and in

dealings with the airport I understand that you would have preferred

that the USFS move to another location, however I can not believe that

if the USFS wanted to renew the lease for the only the RAMP space that

the airport would not have continued to accommodate the long term lease

for fire support out of the airport.

I would like to know the stance of the Santa Barbara City Airport Staff

and commission on the status of the Airtanker Base. The loss of this

base effects does effect many individuals who currently are unaware of

the base movement. Please provide me with the thoughts of the airport

and commission on this issue.

--

Wes Shook

