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April 23, 2009

From: Darryl Jones, Protection Chief

Subject: 24 Hour Preliminary Briefing

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Location: Horry County

Date of Occurrence: April 22, 2009

Activity: Fire control/Tractor-plow unit burnover

Number of Injured: 0

Number of Fatalities:  0

Narrative: On April 22, 2009, the SC Forestry Commission began initial attack on the Highway 31 fire in Horry, County. During the initial attack, extreme fire behavior was observed, with spotting occurring 4-500 yards ahead of the main fire. The fire was burning in bay fuels and reached approximately 9,000 acres during the initial operational period. 

During the initial attack, a SCFC tractor-plow operator was on his tractor in the process of unloading while parked on a road right-of-way. Before the tractor was unloaded, the fire came out of the woods adjacent to the right-of-way and the operator left his unit and ran to a nearby safety zone. The operator was not injured, but the fire burned over the firefighting unit (tractor and transport) and was significantly damaged. 


Our mission is to protect and develop the forest resources of South Carolina.


