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Modoc National Forest employee Thomas M. Marovich, 20, died during a rappel proficiency training exercise at the Backbone Helibase in Willow Creek, California on July 21, 2009. Tom was a second year apprentice with the Modoc National Forest working with the Chester Helitack Crew from the Lassen National Forest.   The crew was assigned to the Backbone Fire in Willow Creek at the time of the accident. 

Tom started his career with the Modoc National Forest as a volunteer where he completed his basic fire training.  He was hired in 2007 as a firefighter on Engine 44 stationed in Adin, California.   He worked on the engine for two fire seasons before being hired under the Apprentice Program in 2008 as a Wildland Firefighter Apprentice.  He attended the Apprentice Academy in 2008.

Buck Silva, Modoc National Forest Fire Management Officer, says, “The main purpose of the Apprentice Program is to train individuals who are interested in a career in Fire Management.  Apprentices are given assignments on different types of crews to give them training in all aspects of wildland firefighting.”  Tom was currently assigned to the Chester Helitack Crew as one of his apprenticeship training assignments.

Tom came to the Adin area 4 years ago from Hayward, California.  While in Hayward, Tom attended the Cadet Program with the Fremont City Fire Department.  According to Fire Chief Paul Lemke, of the Adin Volunteer Fire Department, “Tom had been volunteering for the department since he was 17.  He came with more fire experience than most firefighters acquire in a lifetime.  He was an EMT by the time he was 18 and he played an important leadership role in the volunteer fire department.” 

Laurence Crabtree, District Ranger of the Big Valley Ranger District, said, “Tom was the embodiment of the apprentice program.  He loved everything about fire, the organization, the equipment, and the fire family.  This is tragic accident and huge loss to the Forest Service family.  Tom will be greatly missed.”

The Forest Service has mobilized an accident investigation team and is working with the National Transportation Safety Board.

Anyone wishing to send cards to the family may send them to the Big Valley Ranger District, % Thomas Marovich Family, P.O. Box 159, Adin, CA 96006.
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