	[image: image1.jpg]



	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Pacific 

Southwest

Region
	Regional Office, R5

1323 Club Drive

Vallejo, CA  94592

(707) 562-8737 Voice

(707) 562-9240 Text (TDD)



	File Code:
	5100
	Date:
	July 12, 2010

	Route To:
	(5700)

	
	

	Subject:
	Helicopter Rappelling     

	
	

	To:
	Forest Supervisors, Forest FMOs   

	
	

	 


The Pacific Southwest Region has had a long history with Helicopter Rappelling ever since the Region revitalized the rappel program at Scott Valley, on the Klamath National Forest in 1989.  Over the course of time, our program has grown to 17 Helitack/Rappel bases.  These programs average 462 initial attack fires annual, of which, 63 are rappel delivered fires.

A lot of good work was completed over the winter by several groups, both regionally and nationally, as it pertains to rappel.  All but one of Accident Board of Review action items were completed this off season.  This action item is centered on a programmatic needs assessment for the rappel program.  Until this is complete, I am not willing to stand up any of the 17 rappel and cargo let down programs in the Pacific Southwest Region for the 2010 fire season.    

The Pacific Southwest Region will enthusiastically continue to support the risk assessment and standardization efforts for rappel operations.  In the interest of allowing adequate time for equipment development and testing, and the development of standards and training for safe rappel operations, our focus will continue to be on safe and efficient fire management using helicopters for helitack with plans to resume rappel operations following the new national standards in 2011.  
In addition, the stand down of rappel operations will apply to all aviation activities within the Pacific Southwest Region including resources assigned to the Region from other agencies or partners.  Any questions may be directed to Jeff Power, RAO at 916-640-1031 or Willie Thompson, Deputy Director FAM at 707-562-8927.
	

	/s/ James M. Peña (for)

	RANDY MOORE

	Regional Forester
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