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	Subject:
	Safe Air Travel    

	
	

	To:
	All Region 5 Employees   

	
	


Since July of last year, we have had five firefighters returning from fire assignments in Texas attempt to check bags in Abilene with undeclared Hazardous Material in their baggage.  The Hazardous Materials consisted of Backfire Fusees, which are prohibited on commercial carrier flights by FAA regulations.  As a result of this, I have received multiple letters from the FAA.  
The FAA takes this very seriously, and so do I.  The safety of our employees and the public is our first priority.  Even though declaring Hazardous Material in checked baggage is a personal responsibility, this type of incident puts our agency in a less than desirable light with a fellow federal agency.  The FAA is unable to fine our agency but is looking for us to prevent this from occurring again.

Ramifications of individuals traveling by air who choose not to follow FAA regulations include:

· Fines of thousands of dollars

· Being placed on the “no fly” list

· Jail time
· Disciplinary Action
In August of last year, we issued a Safety Alert relative to the topic of safe air travel.  I am attaching the Safety Alert to this letter for your use.

I expect all employees and supervisor to take this issue as seriously as I do by reviewing the Safety Alert and having a discussion with those employees who may be flying to and from fire assignments.  My expectation is that every employee will be mindful with regard to insuring all Hazardous Materials are left behind and not placed in checked baggage prior to any commercial flight.  Fusees can be checked out of supply at the Incident Base and returned prior to the conclusion of any fire assignment.

If you have any questions or concerns contact Peter Tolosano, Regional Fire Operations Risk Management Officer at 916-640-1050.
	

	/s/ Daniel J. Jirón (for)

	RANDY MOORE

	Regional Forester


cc:  Joe Millar

Peter Tolosano

Jeanne Wade

Dan Duefrene   
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